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Sumptuous treasury of 320 lavish examples of architectural ornamentation from the 1920s and
'30s by Paul Kiss, Raymond Subes, Edgar Brandt and other artisans. Meticulously reproduced
photographs from three rare portfolios depict magnificent designs for doors, grilles, gates,
lamps, balustrades, chandeliers, screens, mirrors, and other objects.



CopyrightCopyright © 1997 by Dover Publications, Inc.All rights reserved under Pan American
and International Copyright Conventions.Bibliographical NoteArt Deco Decorative Ironwork, first
published by Dover Publications, Inc., in 1997, is a reprint of all 104 plates from La Ferronnerie
Moderne, Editions d’Art Charles Moreau, Paris, 3 portfolios, n.d. The plates have been
renumbered in order to keep each designer’s work all together. The introductory note, captions
and index were prepared specially for the Dover edition.Library of Congress Cataloging-in-
Publication DataClouzot, Henri, 1865–1941.Art deco decorative ironwork / Henri Clouzot.p.
cm.“The plates are reproduced in their entirety from La ferronnerie moderne, Editions d’Art
Charles Moreau, Paris, 3 portfolios, n.d.; they have been repositioned for ease of reference, so
that each designer’s work is grouped together”—T.p. verso.Includes bibliographical references
and index.97804861374071. Ironwork—Europe—History—20th century—Pictorial works. 2.
Decoration and ornament—Art deco—Pictorial works. 3. Subes, Raymond, 1893–Ferronerie
moderne—illustrations. I. Title.NK8242.C57 1997739.4’094’09042–dc2195–
16160CIPManufactured in the United States of AmericaDover Publications, Inc., 31 East 2nd
Street, Mineola, N.Y. 1 1501NOTEThe term Art Deco has its source in the “Exposition
Internationale des Arts Decoratifs et Industriels Modernes” (Paris, 1925), an exhibition which
offered its visitors the first comprehensive look at what was becoming a dominant style in the
decorative arts. The Exposition brought together furniture, glassware, ironwork, textiles, and
other products by many of the leading craftsmen of the day. These products were displayed in
architect-designed pavilions such as the Pavillon du Collectionneur and the Pavillon de
l’Elégance. Their work thus juxtaposed, it became readily apparent that many of the artists
shared common sources as well as the beginnings of a common language of design: elements
of Art Nouveau, Cubism, Expressionism, the Arts and Crafts and the Secessionist styles and
even of ancient Egyptian and Aztec motifs could be seen reflected in their works. Highly stylized
images such as rainbows, fountains, and sun rays recurred throughout their designs. With their
frequently symmetrical, rectilinear forms and repeated geometric patterns, many of the objects
also showed a particular suitability for mass production, thereby uniting the artistic with the
industrial world.The influence of Art Deco spread quickly in the years following the Exposition.
Improvements in international transportation made it easier than ever before for foreign
designers to visit the center of artistic activity in Europe, where they could see the artists’
products in their studios and galleries, or study the architects’ buildings in person. Books such
as La Ferronnerie Moderne (from which the plates in this book are taken) and L’Art International
d’Aujourd’hui helped broadcast the latest trends to the world, allowing artists in America, for
instance, to see and to copy what their compatriots in Europe were doing, without ever having to
leave home. Soon the designers of film sets, advertisements, and books began to imitate the Art
Deco style, and from that point on its widespread dissemination and popularity were assured.No
other artistic style caught so well the spirit of those times, and perhaps no medium expressed so
well the spirit of Art Deco itself as that of ironwork. A piece such as Edgar Brandt’s folding screen
“The Oasis” (frontispiece and plate 4), with its fountain jets, rainbows, and fronds reflected from



one panel to the next, displays the symmetry of form as well as the stylized imagery that would
come to exemplify Art Deco. It is a work of great beauty and craftsmanship, its iron hand-wrought
(that is, shaped by hand on an anvil rather than cast in a mold) and then highlighted with gold,
demonstrating with éclat that a functional, everyday piece of furniture could be at once practical,
skillfully made, and attractive.Brandt of course was not the only craftsman of his time to employ
this medium: the pages that follow show off the talents of a multitude of designers who
recognized the possibilities afforded by working in iron. The malleability of that metal makes it
one of the most adaptable materials an artist can use. It can, as “The Oasis” shows, be shaped
into a unique and individual form, with no two pieces exactly the same. It can also be cast again
and again in a mold, one pattern repeated as often as a project requires. Iron can be coupled
with glass, alabaster, marble, and wood (among other materials), increasing its possible uses
manifold. With its strength, iron can be used indoors and out to make gateways, door grilles,
lampposts, and railings; it can also be subtly worked into mirror frames, chandeliers, latches,
and locks. Long a component of architectural and decorative design, iron constantly challenges
the artist to invent new forms, to use the material in original and innovative ways. The examples
that Henri Clouzot has gathered here provide ample evidence of the Art Deco designer’s
success in meeting that challenge.Table of ContentsTitle PageCopyright PageNOTEINDEX OF
ILLUSTRATIONS1. EDGAR BRANDT. Gateway (1, detail, and 2, full view).2. EDGAR BRANDT.
(1) Interior grilwork and (2) entrance for the Pavillon du Collectionneur.
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Pac_Man, “Nice. Nice little book.”

The book by Henri Clouzot has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 2 people have provided feedback.
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